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Managing Director of various ICT Companies

Representatives from various companies.

Representatives of other universities

Software programmers, database administrators and software users.

Distinguished Guests,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Good morning.  

On behalf of the Tanzania  Free  Software  and  Open  Source  Association  - 

TAFOSSA, I wish to welcome you all to this one-day Seminar on “Free Open 

Software Freedom Day”. Software Freedom Day (SFD) is an annual worldwide 

celebration of Free and Open Source Software (FOSS). SFD is a public 

education effort with the aim of increasing awareness of the value and use of 

Free Software. Today, Tanzanian Software Developers and users celebrates 

successful operations of critical computerized systems using Free and Open 

Page 1 of 9



Source Software. 

Let me take this opportunity to welcome the representatives of Free Software 

and Open Source Foundation for Africa (FOSSFA) who had travel all the way 

from Ghana and Kenya to participate in this very important event for creating 

awareness of the use of Free Software in Tanzania. It is my sincere hope that 

the environment in Dar-es-Salaam is conducive enough and you will enjoy your 

stay. Please welcome to Tanzania and feel at home. I wish to express my 

sincere thanks to you the organizers and sponsors of this event specifically, the 

FOSSFA representatives and Zalongwa Technologies. 

I am told that there were pre-event activities where 96 participants attended 

Linux administration training at Arusha Technical Callege, Ruaha University 

College –  Iringa, State University of Zanzibar –  Zanzibar, College of Business 

Education –  Dar-es-Salaam, National Institute of Transport –  Dar-es-Salaam 

and Zalongwa Technologies Limited –  Dar-es-Salaam. This is clear 

demonstration of your dedication and support to the Free and Open Source 

Software in Tanzania.  I wish the trainees to share their knowledge to others so 

that we create a wide network of software users who understand and can 

localize free software. 

Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I have also been informed that, the Seminar has drawn participants from 

amongst members of the academia, Research, private companies, and 

Development Institutions, Government and individuals. Furthermore six 

resources persons have been invited to speak on  topics related to the value of 
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Free Software. It’s my hope that you will benefit from the expertise and 

presentations to be made by these main speakers. There will be a parallel 

training sessions later on today. I  encourage you to attend these parallel 

groups. I am told there will be parallel training sessions on:

(1) Website security

(2) Free open source software programing tools

(3) Linux systems administration

(4) Free Open Source Software Business models and 

(5) Linux desktop publishing

I have been informed that, the primary objectives of the conference is to share 

and discuss the impact and benefit of adopting free open software technologies, 

standards and contents to our software  programs in Tanzania. I would like to 

say that, the event is timely as Tanzania has put more emphases on use of ICT 

technologies in all sectors: agriculture, education, health, industries, etc. 

computerisation of our system is the way forward. The government is fully 

committed to support initiatives towards improvements of public services 

deliveries through the use of ICTs. 

Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen,

There is increasing consensus that free software is a good opportunity for 

developing countries to catch-up with the increased widening of the digital 

divide. The case for Tanzania to adopt FOSS driven Information and 

Communication Technologies (ICT) implementation strategies is a compelling 

one. We have many reasons and justifications to adopt free software. Free 

software reduces software licensing costs, avoid being locked-in to proprietary 
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software, advances knowledge through access to the source codes, and it is a 

means for setting up an information economy.

These benefits cannot be achieved when using Proprietary Commercial 

software. The reality is, when a person purchases a proprietary software he 

buys a right-to-use license. You can use proprietary software on a computer but 

only under very specific terms: you cannot reproduce it, modify it, improve it, or 

redistribute your own version of the software to others. To redistribute 

proprietary software such as Windows operating system is illegal, it is what we 

call software pirating and a servere punishment will be exerted to any anyone 

who pirates software. With propriatery software, there is a more fundamental 

mechanism that stops you from doing any modification or studying the software 

the way it was made: proprietary software makers do not release and distributr 

their source code. Source code is the human readable version of a software.

However, the free software development and distribution simply inverts this 

logic; the source code is released along with the software to anyone and 

everyone who chooses to use it. Thus, users of free software are legally free to:

(a) Run the software program for any purpose. 

(b) Study how the program works, and adapt it to their local needs 

(c) Redistribute copies so you can help your neighbour. 

(d) improve the program, and release your improvements to the public, so 

that the whole community benefits. 

Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen,
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Let me remind you where we are coming from. Tanzania has embraced 

socialism (Ujamaa) for years. The Ujamaa ideology represents two basic 

principles of moral economy which are:

(a) The right to subsistence and 

(b) The norm of reciprocity

Baba wa taifa, J. K. Nyerere told us that ‘ujamaa is essentially an attitude of 

mind, or ethic, based on three key elements: mutual respect, sharing of 

property, and work’.  I see Free Software as another form of ujamaa being 

practiced in the Information and Communication Technologies (ICT) domain. 

Free Software like ujamaa, advocates sharing, but of software, and makes it a 

publicly owned good. 

Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen,

Let me share with with you the responsibilities of the government in managing 

public data and the way free software is useful in making sure the government 

fulfill its responsibilities. With respect to management and process of public 

data, the government is:

− the natural and legal person of the country

− Keep and process public information

− Must guarantee free (open, non-discriminatory) access to public 

information

− Must guarantee permanence of public data

− Must guard against misuse of public data that  might undermine national 

and citizen security

The characteristics of free software makes it much easier for  government to 
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exercise its responsibilities with respect to public data. First, free software uses 

open standard data formats. This  allows non-discriminatory access to public 

information for any citizen group which uses software standards (say windows, 

apple, smart-phones) can access the data. In this regard, the government does 

not dictate the technology the one in who wants to access data need to use, 

instead it is open for any technology a citizen will choose to use to access the 

data. Any group of citizens, as long as they the right to access such information, 

they will be able to access public information. This freedom cannot be attained 

especially if the government chooses to use expensive proprietary technologies 

where some group of citizens cannot afford which will lead automatic 

discrimination of some citizens groups.

Using and maintaining free software does not depend on the  cooperativeness 

of a single provider. Due to the open source code, availability of  compatible 

systems can be guaranteed. Thus, many providers can compete and public data 

can be  permanent. This means, public data can be exported to any up to date 

technologies and the government is not locked to a specific vendor  and 

technologies.

In terms of security, the fact that with free software, the source codes of a 

software is available, it opens the possibility of auditing the source code and 

thus  guaranteeing it is free from code that maliciously or inadvertently 

compromises data security and integrity is necessary for the national security 

and autonomy of our country as well as for the security of our citizens. Thus, it is 

then through free software which requires software vendors to deliver their 

software with its source codes, the government can guarantee security of its 

public data. Proprietary software hides its source codes and therefore it is 
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challenging to validate whether there are malicious source codes which 

manipulate or copy and send data to unknown destination and groups of people. 

In proprietary software, we depend on trust of the vendor but checking by 

auditing the source codes is  prohibited. 

Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen,

There are many areas where free software is being used. Some of our Banks, 

Government Institution and other critical servers run on Linux which is a free 

software. Most of our website hosting servers and Internet applications in 

general are powered by free software. All this demonstrate how the government 

is committed to promote the the use of free software. 

There are many examples of free software which are being used by the 

government. There was a time, the government and other stakeholders 

sponsored KiLinux Project at the University of Dar-es-Salaam in order to 

translate several application in Kiswahili language. 

Today, I want to give two good examples of free software adopted and 

implemented nationally by the government: the Local Government Human 

Resources Information System (LGHRIS) and the District Health Information 

Software (DHIS). LGHRIS is a system pioneered by the Prime Minister's Office, 

Regional Administration and Local Government (PMO-RALG) which runs on 

Linux, Apache, MySQL and PHP technologies. It was developed by the 

University of Dar-es-Salaam using free software three years a go and as I speak 

now, LGHRIS is installed in 103 districts and the deployment is going on to 

cover the remaining districts. All government employees information (names, 
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photos and certificates) at district and region level are being captured in the 

LGHRIS database. The government then uses this information to develop 

retirements plan, propose appointments of principal officers, track employee 

promotions,  records individual employee permanence results (OPRAS), and 

many other Human Resources functions.

In other hand, the District Health Information Software (DHIS) is implemented by 

the the Ministry of Health and Social Welfare. The DHIS database is being 

installed in all District and Regional Medical Offices in Tanzania and is used to 

computerise the reporting of health services delivery  at public and private 

health facilities (dispensary, hospitals, health centre, etc).

The nature of the two systems (LGHRIS and DHIS) is that they require multiple 

installation and multiple users. The government benefits from Free Software in 

that it runs these two software in all districts without paying license fees. It could 

have been a lot of money to purchase licenses for each district. In fact no 

annual fee payments. There is no limit of users and records to be captured in 

the system. The system records all available data at the district and can be used 

by any number of users. Furthermore, even though the two systems were 

adopted from other developed countries, they were customized and localized by 

local software developers because they came with the source codes. That is the 

software were acquired for free. No money were sent to a western country in 

order to acquire these two software which solve critical problems of our nation.

Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen,

This seminar should help you to understand the potential use of free and open 

source software — where and how it can be used, why it should be used, and 
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what issues are involved around the use of free software. It is my expectation 

that you will all find this seminar useful.

I believe that this seminar can be a kick-off for strengthened action and 

partnerships among IT companies, the government bodies and not for profit 

organizations. Moreover, I believe that the seminar main speakers will share 

with you various experiences on other similar initiatives so as you learn from 

best practices. I want to assure you that the government sees the value of free 

software and where possible it make use of free software to computerize its 

systems.

Lastly but not the least, to thank all individuals who have worked hard from the 

initial preparation to this conduction of this seminar. It is my sincere hope that 

this spirit will be continued to make free software a success story in Tanzania. 

They deserve a big applause. As Mwalimu used to say, it can be done and we 

all need to play our part.

With those remarks, I have the pleasure and opportunity to declare this seminar 

on “Software Free Day 2012 which is a celebration of Free and Open 

Software adoption and use” officially open.

Thank you and have a fruitful Workshop.
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