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What is OER?

    Open educational 
resources (OER) are 
educational materials 
(usually digital) that are 
shared freely and 
openly for anyone to 
use and under some 
type of license to 
repurpose/ improve 
and redistribute.

UNESCO’s 2002 Forum



“……Open educational resources 
include full courses, course materials, 
modules, textbooks, streaming videos, 
tests, software, and any other tools, 
materials or techniques used to 
support access to knowledge”.

William and Flora Hewlett Foundation, supporter of  
the worldwide Open Educational Resources (OER) 
movement

What is OER?



Why OER?
•Technological drivers 
-Affordances of the Internet for 
everyone to share, use, and reuse 
knowledge

•Economically -It is less cost to 
reproduce and share
•Legal drivers -Alternative 
Copyright Licensing schemes that 
facilitate free sharing
•Social drivers -share educational 
resources as part of social 
responsibility in providing education 
for all.



1.  OER are free to use and publicly available.
2. OER can be used in teaching and learning 

(usually 
     with attribution to the creator).
3. The majority of OER can be altered and 

adapted 
     (‘repurposed’.)
4. Using OER is not cheating; it can improve 

learning experiences by building on other 
people’s work.

5. OER development is a global movement – 
don’t be 

     afraid to search global OER repositories.
6.  OER materials are not just teaching 

materials; there
       are a number of student support 

materials

Some key Points 



OER Examples: MIT
• In April 2001 MIT 

announced that it 
would be posting the 
content of about 2,000 
classes on the Web as 
part of the program 
named Open Course 
Ware and hoped that 
it would spur a 
worldwide movement 
among educators to 
share knowledge and 
improve teaching 
methods (Diamond 2003).

• To date they have 
made 1700 courses 
available.

http://web.mit.edu/ocw/


OER Examples: Rice University

• Connexions was 
created in 1999 by 
Rice University 
Electrical and 
Computer 
Engineering 
Professor Richard 
Baraniuk and 
consists of modules 
that can be 
connected into 
courses by any 
educator or learner. 
The modules can be 
used, adapted and 
contributed back to 
the Content 
Commons.



OER Examples: Academic 
Earth



OER Examples: OER AFRICA



OER Examples: Wiki educator



OER Examples: Open 
University, UK

• The Open Learn 
website gives free 
access to course 
materials from The 
Open University. 
Their Learning Space 
(uses Moodle), 
allows any one to 
register and to add a 
“unit” to their list 
and participate in 
the associated 
activities and 
discussions or just 
browse the material.

http://openlearn.open.ac.
uk/



1.Engage a wider range of learners by 
accessing

    a wider range of student support 
resources.

2.Spend more time improving the learning 
experience rather than content creation.

3.Provide access to resources that you 
wouldn’t be able to offer without OER (e.g. 
photos or videos of locations and 
situations you can’t create/access).

4.Encourage students to access and share 
OER as part of their development.

OER Contribution to  Education!



5. Offer a range of learning materials 
to students for the same content 
(encompassing more learning 
styles).

6.Improve student feedback and 
assessment by using available OER 
materials.

7.Enable prospective students to see 
more detail of your course before 
they register.

8.Enable students to review material 
and refresh their knowledge and 
understanding after they have 
completed their course.

OER Contribution to  Education!



1. Spend more time designing learning rather 
than creating content. (You really don’t 
have to recreate the wheel).

2. Get recognition for your own materials 
development by sharing them as OER.

3. Engage in a global community of sharing 
and using educational resources.

4. Collaborate with colleagues to release OER 
materials.

Some points for Some points for 
academicsacademics



• This work is licensed under the 
Creative Commons Attribution-Share 
Alike 2.5 Tanzania License. To view a 
copy of this license, visit 
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/
by-sa/2.5/za/ or send a letter to 
Creative Commons, 171 Second 
Street, Suite 300, San Francisco, 
California, 94105, USA.



The END
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